Petition to Improve the Howick Landfill Site & Waste Management

As residents of the uMngeni municipality, we are concerned about the dump & waste management.  “We” includes Samantha Rose, Shine Murphy, Oriah Rose (age 9) and Kei Rose (age 7).  It also includes the other signatures on this petition—people who agree with these concerns & suggestions.  We are an Eco-School and one of our themes is Resource Use.  We want to take some positive action for our community as regards Resource Use so, besides our efforts of responsible waste management at home, we are outreaching to improve waste management at our local dump.
On a visit to the Howick municipal dump in August 2012, we were appalled to see so many things being “wasted” there—things we know can be recycled, composted, or re-used.  We are concerned about air pollution, water pollution, the health of dump workers, the size of the landfill, and the amount of resources going to waste there.

Our Recommendations to Improve the Dump & Waste Management Services:
Re-Using: We are suggesting that a Re-Store be created at the dump, or near it, that allows people to take their re-usable things to a central, covered area.  Things that we saw at the dump that could be re-used included: bricks, cement slabs, firewood, Styrofoam.  The municipality could charge a small service for the reclamation of these things that could pay an employee to sort the materials.  Re-Store is not a new idea, it has been going strong in many places in the United States for two decades.
Compost: We suggest that the municipality run a compost making service using all the green “waste” brought to the dump.  Mixing degradable material with non-degradable is a complete waste!  The municipality could then sell this compost, thereby paying for an employee or two to run the compost service.
Recycling: We suggest that people either not be allowed into the dump with recycle-ables such as plastic bottles, tins, glass, paper and use the Wildlands Conservation Trust recycle centres in town.  Or, the municipality could set up a recycle centre at the dump site, thereby making it easy for people to recycle in only one trip.

We are also concerned that people using the dump do not pay for the services—rather it is taxpayer money paying for the dump.  In an article in EnviroTeach, August 2006, entitled “Can Integrated Waste Management Be Profitable?” there is a case for making waste management & collection services generate income for waste-preneurs and saving the municipality money and the dump from overfill.     

We would love a chance to discuss this with you and to hear your ideas, too.  Please let us know when we are able to meet with you.

Warm Regards,
Samantha, Oriah & Kei Rose and Shine Murphy
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